
Where OSHA Matters Most in Hawaii 
When it comes to workplace safety, the Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA) sets the standard across the United States. However, in 

Hawaii OSHA regulations are especially crucial because of the unique environment 

and industries with specific occupational hazards. Understanding which rules matter 

most can help employers and employees maintain a safe work environment. First, 

Hawaii’s economy is driven by construction, tourism, and agriculture. The Hazard 

Communication Standard (29 CFR 1910.1200) ensures that workers are informed 

about chemicals they may encounter on the job.  

Hazard Communication Standards also include proper labeling, safety data sheets, and 

training programs. With the prevalence of pesticides in agriculture and cleaning agents 

in hospitality, this regulation is vital. The next consideration is fall protection. 

Construction is a major industry in the Aloha State, and falls are among the leading 

causes of workplace injuries. OSHA’s Fall Protection Standard (29 CFR 1926.501) 

requires employers to provide fall protection systems and proper training. Given 

Hawaii’s building projects and maintenance work on high-rise hotels, adherence to this 

standard is essential. 

Many jobs in Hawaii, from construction to landscaping and agriculture, expose 

workers to dust, mold, and pesticides. OSHA’s Respiratory Protection Standard (29 

CFR 1910.134) mandates proper assessment of respiratory risks, provision of suitable 

masks or respirators, and training. This regulation is important in a humid climate 

where mold can proliferate. Temperature is also a factor, and heat illness prevention is 

a concern. While OSHA does not have a specific federal heat illness prevention 

standard, it enforces the General Duty Clause, which requires employers to provide a 

workplace free from recognized hazards.  

In Hawaii’s tropical climate, heat stress is a significant concern. Employers must 

implement measures such as providing access to water, shade, and rest breaks, and 

training workers to recognize symptoms of heat-related illnesses. Hawaii’s employers 

must comply with OSHA’s Recordkeeping Standard (29 CFR 1904), which requires 

tracking and reporting of workplace injuries and illnesses. Accurate recordkeeping not 

only ensures compliance but also helps identify trends and prevent future incidents. 

Focusing on these OSHA regulations creates a safer workplace tailored to the state’s 

unique needs. 
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